THE BRITISH EMPIRE
created, for instance, by the rise of India to nation-
hood are much more easily solved with India in the
British Commonwealth than if she were outside it.
The Future of India
The advance to democracy and self-government
of peoples 'not yet able to stand by themselves in
the strenuous conditions of the modern world' is a
fundamental objective of British colonial policy.
India, a vast sub-continent of many races and
tongues, is in a class by herself: though subject for
many generations to British rule, hers is an ancient
civilization, and she has been specifically promised
'Dominion status', of the * Statute of Westminster'
type, at the earliest possible moment. How soon
tnat will be, it has been made clear, depends
primarily on the settlement of disagreements among
the leaders of her own political parties and religious
communities. Dominion status may be defined as
national independence within the British Empire,
and India would be within sight of it if the new
federal constitution passed by Parliament in 1935
were to go fully into force. The outbreak of war
caused me plans for setting up a self-governing
federation to be suspended, and the British Govern-
ment undertook to review the 1935 constitution in
the light of new circumstances as soon as the war
ended. But the equally important part of the con-
stitution, giving full autonomy to the Indian pro-
vinces in their own field of activity, had been in suc-
cessful operation for over Uyo years before the war
began. Ministries representing the Indian National
Congress were in power in eight of the eleven self-
governing provinces, until they resigned in the
course of a dispute with the Government of India
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